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It is my sincere hope that this legislation will

promote widespread awareness throughout
the United States. This bill will bring aware-
ness to this very serious disease, and educate
all individuals, not only women, on the avail-
ability of early detection methods. I believe
that through awareness and education we can
save thousands of lives, and actually prevent
cervical cancer in thousands of other lives.
Again, I am proud to have supported the Cer-
vical Cancer Public Awareness Resolution.
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, today, I wish to
honor Tom Tosh of Como, Texas. Tom was
recently recognized as Texas’ Outstanding
Older Worker by Green Thumb, America’s old-
est non-profit provider of senior employment
and training. At age sixty-seven, when most
people have retired, or are at least considering
retirement, Tom went back to work at Custom
Shutters Inc. It has now been sixteen years,
and Tom Tosh, at age eighty-two, continues to
work 40-hour weeks in his position as a spe-
ciality craftsman.

Tom truly exemplifies the positive work
ethic, experience, loyalty and dependability so
important to our society today. According to
his personnel manager, Tom is an inspiration
because of his untiring dedication to his craft
and his company. He is creative, patient, wise,
kind, and honest. His knowledge and work
ethnic motivates workers less than half his
age, who, at this rate, will probably end up re-
tiring before he does!

Tom is a navy veteran; he served our coun-
try in World War II. In addition to working full-
time, Tom volunteers for the American Cancer
Society, is a member of his local Veterans of
Foreign Wars, swims, sails, and makes jew-
elry, All this, and he still finds time to dedicate
to his wife of 61 years and two children. He
is a shinning example of America at any age,
and truly exemplifies that ability is ageless.

I am proud of work that Green Thumb and
other organizations do to strengthen our fami-
lies, communities, and the Nation. The oppor-
tunities, and wisdom that older workers such
as Tom Tosh can provide for us are immeas-
urable. I salute him today.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend the California National Guard for its
vital contribution in helping to reduce drug use
among our youth. Throughout the United
States the National Guard frequently assists
local law enforcement agencies in their fight
against illicit drugs, and often Guard members
risk their lives to provide necessary support for
local law enforcement agencies.

Mr. Speaker, the California National Guard
performs a variety of tasks and missions in
support of local law enforcement agencies.
One program in particular that I wish to call to
the attention of my colleagues is the Guard’s
educational efforts as part of ‘‘Red Ribbon
Week,’’ a nationwide effort to focus on drug
awareness and education during the last of
October. Since 1988, the California National
Guard has been an active participant in Red
Ribbon Week. This highly successful program
was started initially to commemorate the life of
Drug Enforcement Agency officer Enrique
(‘‘Kiki’’) Camerena, an undercover narcotics
agents who was brutally murdered by illegal
drug traffickers. To mark his death and honor
his life, the week of October 23–31 has been
designated Red Ribbon Week. Across the na-
tion, federal and local law enforcement agen-
cies spend the week participating in a variety
of programs to educate children about the per-
ils of drug use.

The California National Guard has been
such an active participant in Red Ribbon
Week and its efforts have generated such in-
terest in the program that the Guard has ex-
panded Red Ribbon Week into Red Ribbon
Month in order to respond to the numerous re-
quests for education programs. The California
Guard uses the power of positive role models
to encourage choosing a drug-free lifestyle. I
can only imagine the incredibly positive affect
that a helicopter pilot has on young childred
after they witness the landing of his or her hel-
icopter on the school grounds. Other positive
Guard efforts include chaperoning education
retreats and speaking at schools.

Mr. Speaker, the California National Guard’s
involvement in Red Ribbon Month is only one
aspect of its participation in the battle against
illicit drug use. The National Guard partici-
pates in the two pronged attack to reduce
drug use in our country—simultaneously at-
tacking supply and demand. The Drug De-
mand Reduction Program (DDR) focuses on
education and information about the effects of
narcotic use so that individuals will be less
likely to turn to drugs. The Guard implements
this program through its education work with
school children. Already in this year alone,
members of the California National Guard
have spoken to 123,550 people, 82% of them
school-age children and 74% of them in the
8th grade or below. This is particularly impor-
tant, Mr. Speaker, because studies have
shown that the earlier you teach children the
dangers of drug use, the greater the chance
that the child will embrace that message.

The second element of the California
Guard’s anti-drug program involves removing
the supply of drugs from our streets. To this
end, the Guard provides support and assist-
ance to local law enforcement agencies in get-
ting the drugs off of the streets. From flight
surveillance to assisting local police officers in
raids of methamphetamine plants, the Cali-
fornia Guard has been involved in numerous
seizures of illegal narcotics. This past year
alone, in actions supported by the California
Guard, law enforcement officials have seized
over 8,100 lbs. of cocaine, 750 lbs. of heroin,
1,800 lbs. of methamphetamine, 360 lbs. of
opium, 414,677 marijuana plants and 261 lbs.
of processed marijuana.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to the vital efforts of the
California National Guard in reducing illicit
drugs on our streets and educating of our

youth about the perils of drug use. Thanks to
their diligent efforts, our state and our nation
are a better place.
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Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
send my best wishes and congratulations to
Republic of China President Chen Shui-bian
and his people on the occasion of their 89th
National Day. In recent years, Taiwan has
prospered. It has one of the strongest econo-
mies in the world and its people enjoy unprec-
edented prosperity. Taiwan has solid schools,
a good transportation system and sound
health care. Furthermore, the people of Tai-
wan enjoy many political freedoms such as di-
rect elections, a free press, and human rights.

I commend Taiwan on their 89th National
Day. Their people have every right to be
proud on this momentous occasion.
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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be
the sponsor of the House bill of S. 366, El Ca-
mino Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic
Trail Act.

This trail has a great deal of importance to
the Southwest. El Camino Real de Tierra
Adentro (the Royal Road of the Interior),
served as the primary route between the colo-
nial Spanish capital of Mexico City and the
Spanish provincial capitals at San Juan de
Los Caballeros (1598–1600), San Gabriel
(1600–1609) and then Santa Fe (1610–1821).
The portion of El Camino Real de Tierra
Adentro that resided in what is now the United
States extended between El Paso, Texas and
present San Juan Pueblo, New Mexico, a dis-
tance of 404 miles. El Camino Real is a sym-
bol of the cultural interaction between nations
and ethnic groups and of the commercial ex-
change that made possible the development
and growth of the borderland. American Indian
groups dating back into prehistoric times, es-
pecially the Pueblo Indians of the Rio Grande
river valley, use the area and trail along the
Rio Grande long before Europeans arrived.

In 1598, Don Juan de Onate led a Spanish
military expedition along those trails to estab-
lish the northern portion of El Camino Real,
and during the Mexican National Period and
part of the U.S. Territorial Period, El Camino
Real de Tierra Adentro facilitated the emigra-
tion of people to New Mexico and other areas
that would become the United States.

This trail is important to the history of the
borderlands as it was central to the explo-
ration, conquest, colonization, settlement, reli-
gious conversion, and military occupation of
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